On The Coccygeal Body. By W. Mitchell Banks, M.J).,
Demonstrator of A natomy in the University of Glasgow. In 1859, Professor Luschka of Tubingen discovered the existence of a very peculiar little body seated at the tip of the coccyx, to which he gave the name of the coccygeal gland, and in the following year he gave a most elaborate description of it in a special memoir. He there stated that, from his investigations into the nature of the pituitary body, which lies at the upper end of the primitive medullary canal, he had been led to the belief that an analogous structure might possibly be found at the lower end of that canal, viz., somewhere about the coccyx, and that a careful examination of the parts in that neighbourhood confirmed this opinion by bringing to light the organ in question. He described it as having the form sometimes of a single round or oval corpuscle, at other times of a cluster of smaller but similar bodies situated at a little distance from the tip of the coccyx and connected with that bone by means of a pedicle, which was made up of fine twigs of the middle and lateral sacral arteries and filaments from the termination of the sympathetic nerves in the ganglion impar. As regards its structure, he considered the body as composed of a stroma of the nature of condensed connective tissue, in which were imbedded its peculiar glandular elements. These were of two kinds,?(1) Bladder-like high magnifying power, the nerves into the interior of the body, and they seem to me to pass into it along with the prolongations or septa of connective tissue fibres, derived from the investing capsule. They are next seen as pale smooth fibres running between the cut ends of the tubes and saccular dilatations, and often running close beside the capillaries which ramify in the muscular strata. It is to these muscular strata that I think, with Meyer, they are ultimately distributed. .As to the existence of ganglion cells, I have, on two or three tion, whatever that may be, so that, under one of the above three heads, some explanation of it should be found.
The question as to its having any specific function may be dismissed at once. Its trifling size and the position in which it lies are almost insuperable objections to this; now that the idea of its glandular nature has been disproved. Dr. Meyer, however, reasoning on the supposition that it is the homologue of the caudal heart which exists in some animals (and which is probably the truth), has gone a step further, and suggests that it may act somewhat similarly as a sort of heart in man, so as to strengthen the circulation in the small vessels of the superjacent skin, and so render it less liable to sloughing from prolonged decubitus ! Apart from the innate absurdity of the organ acting as a heart, had Dr. Meyer considered for a minute that the tip of the coccyx is seated deeply in the cleft of the nates, and that consequently, very probably, the skin over it is never subjected to any pressure whatever, 
